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California-based environmental activist Erin Brockovich told
Wedron residents Sunday afternoon her staff's forensic
testing of private wells

has pinpointed toxic groundwater pollution to the town's
only industry — Fairmount Minerals, formerly known as
Wedron Silica.

"We can prove by our lab tests that the toxic chemicals
found at alarming high levels under Wedron originated from
the town's sand mine operations," Brockovich told more
than 200 people in the Serena High School gymnasium.
"We are confident of our facts, which now point directly at
the sand company."

Brockovich and her chief environmental scientist, Robert
Bowcock, told the crowd, besides "sky-high levels of
benzene," certain other solvent pollutants found from their
testing of private well water match chemicals used at the
silica processing plant.

Brockovich said it was the testing that brought her and her
colleagues to La Salle County following multiple requests
from Wedron citizens.

"We now know from those results, the pollution is not from
a rail car spill or a gas station tank or some corn silo guy
— it is definitely from an industrial source," she said.

Last Wednesday, Bowcock told The Times, his lab's results
showed benzene gas levels in the groundwater to be
520,000 times the maximum federal limit and liquid out of
some residential taps probably could run a lawn mower
engine.

"That is the highest (level) we've ever had from a
residential well water supply," Bowcock repeated to
Sunday's crowd. "We have informed the Environmental
Protection Agency of our findings, and I now believe the
EPA also believes the Wedron sand operation is the culprit.
The company's fingerprints are in these test results. It is

 

Photo: Doug Larson
Environmental activist Erin Brockovich speaks to the Wedron
community about the importance of "sticking together" in their
ongoing groundwater pollution battle during a meeting at Serena
High School on Sunday afternoon.

 

Photo: Doug Larson
Famed activist Erin Brockovich speaks with individuals about
Wedron water pollution after the meeting Sunday in the vintage
Serena High School gym.
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their problem."

Bowcock warned residents who have had EPA-funded water
treatment units recently installed in their homes he was
"100 percent certain the filtration systems would not work
with the levels of concentration of toxic chemicals."

"The water remains a danger (for drinking, bathing or
cooking) even after filtration," he said. "And if your well
water isOK now, at some future point, it will not be. The
plume of pollution is spreading in all directions."

"What can we do?" Wedron resident Cathy Wyse asked
Brockovich and Bowcock, who referred the questions to
their associate, Los Angeles attorney Thomas Girardi.

Girardi said a legal option must be considered because "the
company has yet to do anything about the problem.
Sending a letter won't do it."

Girardi, who revealed his law firm already has been
retained by some Wedron property owners, gave the
gathering a sales pitch, not so much for his legal services
but for banding together in a comprehensive lawsuit.

"Individually, you don't have much of a voice, but together,
the residents of Wedron will have power to recoup
relocation and recovery from any potential medical bills.
Without question, looking at the alarmingly high pollution
levels, you all are facing real serious problems."

Girardi was one of the lawyers who worked with Brockovich
to secure a $333 million settlement for residents of Hinkley,
Calif., in a landmark 1996 groundwater pollution lawsuit.
Actress Julia Roberts portrayed Brockovich in the 2000 film
"Erin Brockovich," which chronicled that case.

As Sunday's meeting broke up, Brockovich, signing
autographs and posing for photos with the locals, said, "We
are solution-driven. The EPA has failed you people. If the
government won't help you with swift and complete
responses — we will. There is power in numbers. The
people of Wedron must stand together."

Brockovich said her staff immediately will begin to contact
Wedron property owners to compile individually family
statistics on health issues and other factors.

"Then, probably in about two months, we'll come back for
another public meeting to decide how to move forward,"
she said. "We're hoping for 80 percent of the residents to
band together for a lawsuit battle. The process we used in
Hinkley so many years ago works. We will not let Wedron
residents get pushed around."

Print this story
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Comments
latest comments on this article

Posted by Shabby from NRA Life Member at 12:26PM
on Tuesday, 3/12/13
Get back under the Dayton bridge you troll.
haha

Posted by rustyp at 9:51AM on Tuesday, 3/12/13
Everwonderwhy How come
Nixon didnt fix the problem he
invented the EPA?
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA or
sometimes USEPA) is an agency
of the United States federal
government which was created

Like
203

 

Today's Most Read Stories

 

Photo: Doug Larson
Wedron residents and others listen as Los Angeles attorney Tom
Girardi  speaks about legal action as a recourse for relief from
responsible parties involved with toxic groundwater contamination
in the village.
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Environmental scientist Robert  Bowcock, a colleague of California
activist Erin Brockovich, speaks about the severity of water
contamination in Wedron and its source at a public meeting in
Serena Sunday.

 

Photo: Doug Larson
Attorney Tom Girardi  from Los Angeles speaks about the need for
legal action to Wedron property owners at a meeting in Serena
Sunday.
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Brockovich points finger at Fairmount for water pollution - MyWebTimes.com
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for the purpose of protecting
human health and the

environment by writing and enforcing
regulations based on laws passed by
Congress.[2] The EPA was proposed by
President Richard Nixon and began operation
on December 2, 1970, after Nixon signed an
executive order. The order establishing the
EPA was ratified by committee hearings in
the House and Senate.

Nice thing about a teabagger they dont mind
looking stupid in public haha
Nixon was a republican and a "CROOK"
unlike clinton he resigned before he was
impeached.

Posted by rustyp at 9:39AM on Tuesday, 3/12/13
Everwonderwhy
What did bush and his cast of
cronies do about this problem
when the were in office for 8
years this problem what about
when Regan and his raiders
were running the show what
about bush 1 this problem has
been around since 70's they ALL
been doing NOTHING!

Ever Wonder Why I guess you have not
haha
Typical brain washed right wing loser
meaningless, fact less comments dont be
late for your next teabagger meeting I am
sure they have more thoughts for you guys
that cant think for yourself haha
Ever Wonder Why GOP spent almost 2 billion
dollars and LOST both elections they used
the same flawed thinking your using here
haha
You keep sending your winning messages.
SO using your flawed ways of thinking since
the problem is being addressed NOW and
possibly resolved NOW can we assume
obama and the dummycraps will get credit
for fixing?
NAW that would be just plain stupid to think
like that....
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Man in '07 death case charged again (Today's News)
2nd suspect arrested in burglary (Today's News)
Roth hosting concealed carry classes (Today's News)
Police 3-12 (Crime Report)
Streator City Council proposes ordinances for smoke-free

Illinois act, video gaming fees (Today's News)
Additional Stories

EVENTS: Molly Brown topic of March 21 dinner lecture
(LifeTimes Features)

Flanagan 8th-graders to face defending state champs
(Sports)

TALKS: Leprechaun, Easter stories included at Toddler Time
(LifeTimes Features)

Engle Lane workshop will feature Chicago professionals
(LifeTimes Features)

Jail 3-13 (Crime Report)
STREATOR BOYS BASKETBALL AWARD WINNERS

(Sports)
Police 3-13 (Crime Report)
CORRECTION (Sports)
'Barnum' the man: Weygandt bringing 'American icon' to

Chicago stage (LifeTimes Features)
THEATER: International banquet Monday at OTHS

(LifeTimes Features)
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